Descriptive Paragraph Scoring Guide

	
	
	
	

	4

Description is focused on a single, clear topic.  Many details give the reader a good “visual picture”  
	3

Description is focused on a topic.  Needs more details to give reader a good “visual picture”
	2

Description is not focused on a clear topic.  Has few details.
	1

Description isn’t focused or talks about more than one topic.  Includes no details or they are inappropriate.

	4

Details are presented in a clear order.  Uses transition words with a clear beginning and end. 


	3

The organization is generally clear.  Needs to use more transition words and beginning and/or end is not very clear.
	2

Details are not organized.  The beginning or ending is missing.
	1

Details are not organized.  The beginning and ending are missing.

	4

Writing flows well.  Sentence length varies.  Uses more than one kind of sentence.
	3

Writing somewhat flows well.  Sentences are somewhat varied.  Uses only one kind of sentence.
	2

Writing does not flow well.  Sentences are all same length or start the same way.  Uses only 1 kind of sentence.
	1

Writing is uninteresting because writer uses short, choppy sentences.  Writer uses sentence fragments and only 1 kind of sentence.

	4

The descriptive paragraph includes an appropriate title and is indented.
	
	
	0
The descriptive paragraph lacks a title and/or is not indented.

	4

Student turns in evidence of using steps of writing process.  Pre- writing, writing with evidence of revising and editing and published copy.


	3
Student turns in evidence of using parts of the writing process.  3 out of the five steps.
	2
Student turns in evidence of only using 2 out of 5 steps in the writing process.
	1
Student only turns in evidence of using 1 step of the writing process.



	4

There are almost no errors in grammar, capitalization, spelling or usage. 
	3

Some errors in spelling, punctuation, and grammar exist.
	2

Many errors make the descriptive paragraph hard to read.
	1

Needs help making grammar and spelling corrections


